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UK Butterflies

« Habitat specialists
(30 species)

« Wider countryside
(26 species)

« Regular migrants
(3 species)




Conservation focussed on Habitat Specialists

93% species declined in range

The Millennium Atlas :
of Butterflies in
Britain and Ireland




Monitoring targeted at Habitat Specialists

BMS launched in 1976 e | [TCq
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Need for a change in emphasis

(1) Common species in decline

120 +
100 <
80 -

60 -

» { UK Butterfly Indicator

20 | Habitat specialists
Wider countryside species

0 T T T T T T 1
1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009



Recent change in emphasis

(2) Need for landscape-scale measures




Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS)
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Robust Efficient Appealing

2005-8 research & field testing

: 4
Worked with BTO BTO



Survey design
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Scheme launched 2009

2009
@ BC-403
@ BTO-363

2010
@ BC-359
@ B70 - 332




overage 2011

BC—-362

BTO — 276

Contractors — 85

723 in total




Species sampled

* Good coverage 23 of 26 target species

* V. good coverage 17 of 26 target species




Re-evaluating commonness & rarity

e.g. Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops
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‘Common butterflies’ not that common!

43 surveys no butterflies seen!

Very best square in the UK




Mean No. Butterflies

Temporal trends
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Transects versus WCBS

2010-11

Similar results




Future analytical developments

Compare trends on Transects v WCBS squares

Model species trends using both Transects & WCBS data



Species nchness

Current research uses

Factors affecting species richness (Chapman et al in press)
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Patterns in bird & butterfly species-richness
(Eglington et al. in prep)



Future research uses

Assess & refine land management policy

Supplementary sampling -as per birds (Chamberlain et al. 2006)
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Thanks to: w

Butterfly
Conservation

Bird & butterfly volunteers,
Jim Asher, Katie Cruickshanks, lan Middlebrook,
Kelly Thomas, Robert Thompson, Richard Pywell,
Tim Melling & Warren Photographic

@ Looking out for birds ! !
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