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Pollard walks - All species counted - One survey per month, May-August 

STERF 
Suivi Temporel des Rhopalocères de France 



292 sites surveyed at least once, 27,000 surveys 

STERF 
Random sites 

Chosen sites 



• Restricted list of 28 common species/species groups 

 

• Monthly data (March-October): maximum number of butterflies of each 

species seen simultaneously in the garden 

 

• No constraint on frequency of observation 

 

• General public 

 

• Gardens 

OPJ 
Observatoire des Papillons des Jardins 



Between 2,200 and 4,000 gardens monitored each year 

More than 110,000 monthly surveys, three million abundance data 

collected since 2006 



Target: green spaces managers 

 

Aim: Measuring the impact of green spaces management practices  

 
Hybrid protocol : 

Restricted number 

of species/species 

groups and Pollard 

walks 

PROPAGE 
Protocole Papillons Gestionnaires 



Target: farmers 

 

Aim: Measuring the impact 

of farming practices  

 

Four groups are monitored: 

• Terrestrial invertebrates 

(molluscs and Carabidae) 

• Solitary bees 

• Earthworms 

• Butterflies  

Hybrid protocol for 

butterflies: restricted 

number of 

species/species groups 

and Pollard walks 

OAB 
Observatoire Agricole de la Biodiversité 



Different schemes for different types of volunteers 



Indirect effect 

Indirect effect 

Impact of management practices 
Muratet & Fontaine In press. Cons. Biol. 

Butterflies 



LOLA-BMS 

 

- 15 researchers 

 

- 9 National Butterfly Monitoring 

Schemes (3,758 Transects, 2,089,789 

Observations) 

 

- 5 workshops (2 ½ years) 

 

- Collaboration with other groups  

  (e.g. SESYNC) 

Contact : rschmuki@mnhn.fr 



Ongoing: 

 
• Develop standardized tools and methods for data analysis 

 

• Examine latitudinal patterns in colonization/extinction processes 

 

• Model species response to large-scale drivers 

 

• Assess the effect of Natura 2000 on Butterfly populations 

Contact : rschmuki@mnhn.fr 



Atlas of butterflies and burnet moth 

1 – A list of 300 species (taxonomy and nomenclature = TAXREF). 
2 – A practical guide for data acquisition and computerization. 
3 – A validation process for data qualification (actually a project of an automatic process 
with species niche parameters and morphological data). 
 

Information resource : http://inpn.mnhn.fr 
Contact : pdupont@mnhn.fr 



Data transmission and spreading = SINP 
(Système d’Information sur la Nature et les Paysages) 

Regional platform INPN (national platform) 

Data acquisition 

Information resource: http://www.naturefrance.fr 
Contact : pdupont@mnhn.fr 

Atlas of butterflies and burnet moth 



Chronoventaire 

Main habitats (in and around the site) are recorded (EUNIS typology). Observer walk 
freely in the site. 

A new protocol for butterfly surveys (tested in 2014, data analysis in progress) 
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3 goals : 
- Providing data on species detectability vs. abundance 
- Providing data on species habitat specialization. 
- Providing data on species communities. Important for the 
assessment of habitats conservation status (e.g. calcareous 
grassland) and for biogeographical studies. 
 
 

Chronoventaire 

Contact : pdupont@mnhn.fr 

A new protocol for butterfly surveys (tested in 2014, data analysis in progress) 



National Action Plan for Maculinea species 
Aim : assessment and improvement of the conservation status of Maculinea species. 
Animation project at the national scale. 
Actions mainly developed at the regional and local scale. 

Contact: raphaelle.itrac-bruneau@insectes.org  



Thank you for your attention 


