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Objectives of presentation

1. Encourage Partners to have further discussions with their Member State 
officials about their country Pledges.

2. Outline the data analysis and tables we have created for each Member State 
to support these discussions.



Habitats Directive Reporting: Article 17 

• Article 17 of the Habitats Directive requires Member States to report every 6 
years on the progress made with Habitats Directive implementation.

• Article 11 of the Habitats Directive obliges Member States to monitor the 
conservation status for all habitats (as listed in Annex I) and species (as listed 
in Annex II, IV and V) of Community interest.

o Due to the species element, this provision is not restricted to Natura 2000 
sites, and data need to be collected both inside and outside the Natura 
2000 network, to understand the true conservation status. 



Habitats Directive Reporting & Nature Restoration Law

• The draft EU Nature Restoration Law (following the EU Biodiversity Strategy) 
will set restoration targets for habitat types protected under the Habitats 
Directive, as well as for habitats of the species of the Habitats and Birds 
Directives. Member States must monitor the condition of habitats and prove 
continuous improvement. 

• Butterfly Conservation Europe and DG-Environment organised a Pledge 
workshop in March 2022, with the aim of promoting butterflies as good 
candidates for inclusion in Members State Pledges for Conservation Status 
Improvements and halting deterioration.



EU Biodiversity Strategy targets

Within the species and habitats Pledge, there are two status improvement targets:

1. No deterioration in conservation trends and status of all protected 
habitats and species by 2030.

2. At least 30% of species and habitats not currently in favourable
status are in that category or show a strong positive trend by 2030.



Example data table – Article 17 reports: random selection



Example data table – Article 17 reports: Germany



Example data table – Parnassius apollo from Germany



Example data table – Parnassius apollo from Germany



Example data table – Article 17 reports: Portugal



Example data table – Article 17 reports: Portugal



EU Biodiversity Strategy targets

Within the Protected Areas Pledge (which will be assessed at biogeographic region 
level), Member States must:

1. Legally protect a minimum of 30% of the EU’s land area and 30% of the 
EU’s sea area and integrate ecological corridors.

2. Strictly protect at least a third of the EU’s protected areas, including all
remaining EU primary and old-growth forests.

3. Effectively manage all protected areas, defining clear conservation 
objectives and measures, and monitoring them appropriately.



Example data table – Natura 2000 sites – random selection



Natura 2000 sites – Germany – sorted by area (smallest)

C: common; R: rare; V: very rare; P: present



Natura 2000 sites – Germany – sorted by area (largest)

C: common; R: rare; V: very rare; P: present



Natura 2000 sites – Portugal – sorted by “sitecode”



Natura 2000 sites: data from 2018 reporting round

4,701 occurrences (butterfly species + site combinations)

- 113 local extinctions of species from sites since originally listed in Natura 2000.

- The quality of 1,991 habitat data assessments are rated as “data deficient”, while 

204 provide no indication on the state of the data.

- Only 466 sites are described as having an “excellent” degree of conservation of 

the features of the habitat important for the species. 1,124 sites are described as 

“average or reduced”.

- 448 species populations are considered “population (almost) isolated” on the site 

in relation to the natural range of the species.



Next steps in the Pledge process

• Deadline for submission of MS Pledges was December 2022, but is likely to be 

delayed until February 2023.

• Pledges will be published in an open online dashboard.

• Programme of 5 terrestrial Biogeographic Region Seminars at EU level with 

stakeholders to assess the adequacy of the Pledges. These seminars will start from 

March 2023 to end 2023, and will address Boreal, Atlantic, Continental (Pannonic, 

Steppic and Black Sea included), Mediterranean and Macaronesian regions.

• Management effectiveness is crucial, and assessment of this is under development.

• Comprehensive analysis of coherence connectivity robustness and representativity of 

the network is planned by European Environment Agency (EEA) in 2023-2024. 

• NaturaConnect project meeting 28th February 2023 in Brussels, looking at these 

issues (https://naturaconnect.eu/) 

https://naturaconnect.eu/


Next steps for BCE and Partners

• Review Holly’s spreadsheets and discuss if necessary.

• Set up meeting with National Authority to share this information and recommend 

species to be included in Pledges. 



Thank you for listening

hmynott@butterfly-conservation.org
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