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1) Encounter 
 

Ant community 

2) Infection 
 

      Adaptation (mimicry) – Host specificity 

3) Exploitation 
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Nests excavated 
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(to determine ant community) 

Literature records 
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Conclusions & Perspectives 

• Host ant specificity appears to be common, and 

may be universal. 

• There is local adaptation to the most abundant 

Myrmica host, at least for M. alcon and M. arion 

• Switching between hosts within the same species 

group seems to be easier than across species 

groups. 

• Biogeographical differences in host ant 

communities may underly the coevolution of 

Maculinea butterflies and their Myrmica hosts. 
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