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The italian BMS is born inside the 
Butterfly Conservation Europe and 
thanks to its inputs 

Inaugural Meeting on BCE - Laufen, 29-31 October 2007 
Bavarian Academy for Nature Conservation and Landscape Management (ANL) 

 



The Italian BMS is born thanks to 
national project dedicated to Butterflies 

 1999 - Red Data Book of European Butterflies (van 
Swaay & Warren 1999) 

 
 2003 -  Prime Butterfly Areas in Europe (van 

Swaay & Warren 2003) 
 

 2006 - Balletto E., Bonelli S., Cassulo L., (2006). 
Insecta Lepidoptera Papilionoidea.*In*: S. Ruffo e 
F. Stoch (Eds) -- Checklist and Distribution of the 
Italian Fauna.. 10.000 terrestrial and inland water 
species 2^nd and revised edition -- Memorie del 

Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Verona, 2° 
serie, Sez. Scienze della Vita. 17: 257-261, 280 tav. 

su CD-ROM. 
 
 

 2014 - Balletto, E., L. A. Cassulo & S. Bonelli. An 
annotated Checklist of the Italian Butterflies and 
Skippers (Papilionoidea, Hesperiioidea). Zootaxa, 

3853 (1): 1-114 

 



The Italian BMS promotes the italian 
butterfly fauna and allows its 
asessment 

Bonelli S.; Casacci L.P. ; Barbero F. ; Cerrato C.; Dapporto L.; Sbordoni V. ; Scalercio 
S.; Zilli A.; Battistoni A.; Teofili C.; Rondinini C.; Balletto E. (2018)- THE FIRST RED 

LIST OF ITALIAN BUTTERFLIES. Insect Conservation and Diversity, 11 (5): 506-521 



The Italian BMS borns also as a tool for 
Habitats Directive ASSESSMENT UNDER ART 

17. 
16 HD Species occur in Italy, the  

60% of the europar protected species (29) 



http://www.barcodingitalianbutterflies.eu 

 ZOOLAB – University of Turin (Simona Bonelli & Emilio Balletto with 
Luca P. Casacci ) 

 CREA_ Research Centre for Forestry and Wood (Stefano 

Scalercio) 

 ZEN LAB- University of Florence 
 (Leonardo Dapporto & Alessandro Cini) 

Italian BMS is realized through existing 
synergies  

http://www.butterflyweek.com/it/ 



Italian BMS is strongly encouraged 
among BCE but the concrete action start 
thanks to ABLE project  



Italian BMS project start from National and 
Regional Protected Areas to ensure the long 
term monitoring following the Spanish model 

Gran Paradiso National Park is the 
first transect that join the project 



In 2018 we implemented the  Butterfly 
Monitoring Scheme – Italy and in 
2019….together with Able 

 
• We translated into Italian the European 

Butterfly Monitoring Scheme website and 
the mobile application 
 

• We organised 5 workshop in 5 different 
Parks (involving more than 400 people) 
 

• We produced 4 small field guides for 
different, tested during workshops 
 

• We dedicated time to communication 
 

• We now have more than 20 transect 
•   



Next steps and crucial points 

Produce national indicators and weight the European 
ones with Italian data 
 
Tutoring parks small NGOs, private citizen, farmers, 
students……already involved in select transect, open 
an account, sampling butterflies, use the App and fill 
in the web site….. 
 
Organize other 4-5 workshops in Sardinia Sicily North 
Est and Centre Italy to cover the Italian territory 
 
Teaching volunteers in distinguish butterflies (e.g 
small course on Erebia for alpine transects) 
 
Increase the number of transects 
 
Convince David in adapt the eBMS website system in 
order to avoid the national step 
 
 



Italian example as positive example 


