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Large Heath 



The Irish Red List 







Large Heath  

Coenonympha tullia  

 

• Vulnerable in Ireland 

• Vulnerable in Europe 

• Blanket bogs and raised bogs 

• Threats:  

• Drainage 

• Afforestation 

• Peat extraction 

• Assessed under criteria A3c 

•A population reduction 
suspected in the future based 
on decline in habitat quality 

 



Marsh fritillary 

Euphydryas aurinia 

 

• Vulnerable in Ireland 

• Protected under Habitats 
Directive 

•Assessed under criterion A2c 

•Decline in habitat 

• 17 sites monitored by 
volunteers 

• Funded monitoring also 

• Priority needs to focus on 
those species not legally 
protected 

• If they are legally protected – 
they get attention! 

 



Annex I Habitat 
Future 

prospects 
Overall Butterflies 

1230 Vegetated sea cliffs Poor Poor Wall 

2130 Fixed dunes (grey dunes)  Bad Bad 
Dark Green Fritillary; Small Blue; Wall; Marsh 

fritillary 

2150 Decalcified dune heath  Poor Bad Grayling 

2190 Humid dune slacks Bad Bad Dark Green Fritillary; Marsh Fritillary 

21A0 Machair Bad Bad 
Dark Green Fritillary; Small Blue; Wall; Marsh 

Fritillary 

4010 Wet heath Bad Bad Marsh Fritillary 

4030 Dry heath Poor Poor Dark Green Fritillary; Wall 

6210 Orchid rich/calcareous 

grassland  
Bad Bad 

Dark Green Fritillary; Pearl-bordered Fritillary; 

Small Blue; Wall; Marsh Fritillary 

6230 Species-rich Nardus upland 

grassland  
Bad Bad Mountain Ringlet 

6410 Molinia meadows Bad Bad Marsh Fritillary 

7110 Raised bog (active)  Bad Bad Large Heath 

7120 Degraded raised bogs Poor Poor Wall; Large Heath; Marsh Fritillary 

7130 Blanket bog (active)  Poor Bad Large Heath 

7140 Transition mires Bad Bad Marsh Fritillary 

7230 Alkaline fens Bad Bad Marsh Fritillary 

8240 Limestone pavement Poor Poor 
Dark Green Fritillary; Pearl-bordered Fritillary; 

Small Blue; Wall 







6 

39 

69 

148 

137 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

N
o
. 

o
f 
tr

a
n
s
e
c
ts

 

Year 





1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

17 

17 

19 

22 

24 

24 

31 

39 

46 

60 

74 

82 

102 

109 

110 

115 

115 

117 

122 

124 

126 

131 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

brown hairstreak

Essex skipper

pearl-bordered…

purple hairstreak

clouded yellow

comma

dark green fritillary

large heath

marsh fritillary

small blue

dingy skipper

gatekeeper

grayling

green hairstreak

painted lady

brimstone

wall

wood white

small heath

silver-washed…

holly blue

small copper

common blue

red admiral

peacock

large white

ringlet

small tortoiseshell

small white

meadow brown

orange-tip

green-veined white

speckled wood



1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

17 

17 

19 

22 

24 

24 

31 

39 

46 

60 

74 

82 

102 

109 

110 

115 

115 

117 

122 

124 

126 

131 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

brown hairstreak

Essex skipper

pearl-bordered…

purple hairstreak

clouded yellow

comma

dark green fritillary

large heath

marsh fritillary

small blue

dingy skipper

gatekeeper

grayling

green hairstreak

painted lady

brimstone

wall

wood white

small heath

silver-washed…

holly blue

small copper

common blue

red admiral

peacock

large white

ringlet

small tortoiseshell

small white

meadow brown

orange-tip

green-veined white

speckled wood



1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

17 

17 

19 

22 

24 

24 

31 

39 

46 

60 

74 

82 

102 

109 

110 

115 

115 

117 

122 

124 

126 

131 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

brown hairstreak

Essex skipper

pearl-bordered…

purple hairstreak

clouded yellow

comma

dark green fritillary

large heath

marsh fritillary

small blue

dingy skipper

gatekeeper

grayling

green hairstreak

painted lady

brimstone

wall

wood white

small heath

silver-washed…

holly blue

small copper

common blue

red admiral

peacock

large white

ringlet

small tortoiseshell

small white

meadow brown

orange-tip

green-veined white

speckled wood





Acknowledgements 

• Photographs – Ciaran Cronin, Edward Delaney, 
Jesmond Harding, Stephen McCormack, Oisin 
Meagher, Kevin Murphy, Michael O’Donnell, Eugenie 
Regan, Ann Wilson, Chris Wilson 

• Thanks to the following for huge support – Ian 
Middlebrook, Tom Brereton, Richard Fox, Chris van 
Swaay, Butterfly Conservation UK, Heritage Council 

 



0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

9000

2010

2011


